REGILDING THE CRESCENT
cautious, anticipating formidable armed resistance
from Yildiz, would have preferred to wait a little
longer before striking the blow. If, on the other
hand, these could have foreseen the invertebrate
collapse of the Palace faction, the Turkish
Revolution would have been sprung on the world
even sooner. The moment was, however, pro-
pitious. The suddenness of the revolution was
an accident, yet suddenness was, as it turned out,
the one essential of success.
This was not the first time Turkey had enjoyed
a Constitution, for an earlier attempt of the kind
owed its inception to the genius of Midhat thirty
years earlier, at the time when the country had
just been brought to the verge of bankruptcy
by the disastrous war with Russia, and when,
although Berlin gave back a little of what was
lost at San Stefano, Turkey's finances were
low and her prestige nil. Midhat, seizing the
auspicious moment, forced the young Sultan to
grant a Constitution, but it must have been
premature. Had the nation been ripe for self-
government, the new liberty could not so easily
have been withdrawn. It needed perhaps thirty
years of such tyranny as Europe had not
seen since the Middle Ages before the Turks
could, once and for all, insist on liberty of body
and of mind. Had Abd-ul-Hamid only used
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